
 

THE GIFT 

 

They started 

on June 29 

serenading the night 

with fireworks 

BOOM! 

RATA TAT TAT TAT! 

BOOM! BOOM! BOOM! 

from dusk to midnight. 

 

On the Fourth 

the City filled the Park 

with Citizens 

and splashed dark sky 

with exploding color. 

 

Were they celebrating 

A Declaration of the Representatives 

of the United States of America, 

in Congress Assembled 

signifying a claim 

to Independence 

from a consistently condescending, hostile, lawless 

King 

and his gang of unmentioned 

parliamentarians? 

 

Were they celebrating 

the sober artistry 

of men 

organizing a Federal Government 

of proposal, negotiation, 

compromise, 

cooperation 

with, for the time, Enlightened 

Participation? 

 

Or the sacrifices 

of men, women, children, natives 

of farmers, artisans, woodsmen, merchants, mariners, gentlemen 

contributed to 

the defeat of arguably 

the greatest military force 

on Earth? 

(with a lot of help from the French) 

 

Or the steadfast commitment 

to the Liberty of Human Rights 

and the Justice 

of General Welfare, 

of Good Law 

securing processes 

for resolution of dispute 

for unfolding the future, 

respecting the interests 

of the Public 

and Persons? 
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Or were they getting 

their grins and merriment 

suppressing  

the knowledge 

that our gluttony, selfishness, 

hard-heartedness 

and faction, 

our relentless mechanized assault 

on the natural systems of Earth 

have wasted 

the Gift 

given to us? 

 

 

 

 

Some Reading 

 

 
Charles A. Beard: The Republic: Conversations on 

                Fundamentals, 1944/2017 

Samuel Eliot Morison: The Oxford History of the American 

                People, 1965/1972 

Carl Becker: The Declaration of Independence: A Study in the 

                History of Political Ideas, 1922/2017 

William Pencak: The Declaration of Independence: Changing 

                Interpretations and a New Hypothesis, Pennsylvania 

                History: A Journal of Mid-Atlantic Studies,  

                Vol 57 #3, 1990 Jstor 

Jack Rakove: Revolutionaries: A New History of the Invention 

                of America, 2010 

T. H. Breen: American Insurgents, American Patriots: The 

                Revolution of the People, 2010 

Merrill Jensen: The American People and the American 

                Revolution, The Journal of American History, 

                Vol 57 #1 1970 Jstor 

                Articles of Confederation: A Re-Interpretation, 

                Pacific Historical Review, Vol 6 #2 1937 Jstor 

Terry Bouton: Taming Democracy: “The People,” The Founders, 

                and the Troubled Ending of the American  

                Revolution, 2007 

Ben Baack: Forging a Nation: The Continental Congress and the 

                Financing of the War of Independence, The Economic 

                History Review, Vol 54 #4 2001 Jstor 

Andrew Jackson O’Shaughnessy: “If Others Will Not Be Active, 

                I Must Drive”: George III and the American 

                Revolution, Early American Studies 

                Vol 2 #1 2004 Jstor 

H. T. Dickinson: The Failure of Conciliation: Britain and the 

                American Colonies, 1763-1783, The Kyoto Economic 

                Review, Vol 79 #2 2010 Jstor 

Paul David Nelson (Berea College): British Conduct of the 

                American Revolutionary War: A Review of 

                Interpretations, The Journal of American History 

                Vol 65 #3 1978 Jstor 

Ira D. Gruber: Lord Howe and Lord George Germain, British 

                Politics and the Winning of American Independence, 

                William and Mary Quarterly, Vol 22 #2 1965 Jstor 

 

 
Copyright © Mary Ann Bronston Institute 2025 

 


